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On the 10th of October 1989, Delhi Pplice arrested
two man --— Jtbtam Sinﬁh and Manmohan singh == duriry a routine
check at Baba Kharag Singﬁ Marg on the charge that 2 kgs.
of heroin were found in the car thay wWers driving. Nine months
later, on & July 1988, Uttam singh died in judicial cusztody
1t Tihar Jail, afficially due to natural causes. The only
witness waz Manmohan singh. A year later he too was dead.

Cause : a heart attack.

Our interviews with Manmohan's family brought up a
completely diﬁfg:ent story of his arrest. _Manmohan had been
iiﬁiﬁg:in Canada ior_1F yEar5,-hia,wife, Sushma Rani, and his
children being citizepﬁzaf that country. He, however, had
retained Indian citizenship out of a deep and passionate lovye
for his own country. The family owned a guest house, "Six

coasons” which was +their only source of incom=.

Manmohan came O pelhi on holiday in Octobey 1987 and was
staving at the house of his cousin, Uttam Singh, in Janakpuri.
on the evening of 10 October 1987, Manmohan was sitting with
Uttam and his family at Janakpuri when they received a phone
call from Saab singh, allegedly Ut+am's drug carrier, asking

Uktam to reach Baba Itharag Singh Marg immadiately.

Uttam Singh left with his wife, and on arrival found Saab
sinagh wailting with a car, two Kas 5F heroin and the police.
Uttam had fallen neatly into the trap +hat had been set for him.
{,ater the sams evening, police arrived at Uttam's house and
picked up his son palip singh and Manmohan. At the police
station, Dalip was 1et off on a bribe of Rs.50,000 and Manmohan,
unable to provide the same vias ~rrestod, The IR filed by the
police states hat Manmohan was driving the car in which

heroin was bound, Uttam occupying the passenger saat.

What points most conclusively to the web of decelt that the
police have woven around the case is the chief witness, sanjiv

2lias Sandip Kumar Sinha, who has testified as a witness (of the
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police) to the arrest. Sandip Sinha is a professional witness
and has provided clinching evidence in a number of cases that

were eventually decided in favour of the police.

The only counter witness was a neighbour of Uttam, Sukesh
Behl who was to testify that he had seen Manmohan and Dalip
being picked up by the police from Janakpuri, On the day of
recording of his evidence, Mr,Behl did not show up. When Sushma
inguired about his absence, she was told that three men,
ostensibly from the CBI, came and threatened him. He was not
réeady to take the risk,

Following this, Sushma met all possible authorities the
Lt. Governor, Folice Commissioner, various pecple in the
administration and also sent letters +o the Prime Minister, Home

Minister and the President explaining the case, but to no avail.

Meanwhile, Uttam died in the Judicial custody &t Tihar
Jail. The cause provided by the fail authorities was a disessc
which according to the Assistant Commissionsr at Tihar Jail
could not be treagted there, But Uttam had applied for bailearlier
on health grounds which was rejecpe% since the jail }
doctor had testiified that Uttam dia not suffer from any serious
disease and was only looking for excuses to obtain bail. The only
witness to this death, Manmohan, was not zsked to give his
statement in the inguiry into Uttam's gdeath.

A year later, on 7 July, 1989, Manmohan died in his cell
in the jail. The same day he had come for a hearing to the
Fatiala houss courts, His lawver, Pandit iHari Krishen "MNageem"
wis confident that Manmohan would be released in a few weeks.
After the hearing, Manmohan had lunch with his wife and two-
ye2ar-old daughter and scemncd in rerfect health. At 7.30 p.m.
he was dead. The cause according to jail authoritics was

a hzart attack. lMHanmohan was 37 vears old,
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His body was taken to Civil (Policel) Hospital, subsi

Mandi for post mortem, His wife was informed only 13 hours ]ate
though she resides not far from the Jall and even the phone
number was known to the police, Sushma first saw her husbands
body in the morgque. Blood seemed to have comz2 out of hisg

eyes which was then elotted there. After the post mortem, Sushma
was dgiven no conclusive Teason for Manmohan's death but the
doctor told her that he "suspects something". After thiz the
viscera waz sent for XRamination to +the Central Forensic Science

Laboratery (CFSL).

Under Sec,176 Cr.P.C. an enguiry was ordered which was to
pe conducted by Vipul Mitra, 3pM Punjabi Bagh. fThe Police
Commissianer, Vijay Karan, rersonally promised Sushima an enguiry
into the entire case, The sSDM enquiry has siarted recording
evidence. When we met the DM we wers told that the Cause of
death was still awaiteqd since the CFSL rersr: had not come, He
added that in most cazes these reportz are gelayed to an extent
that the enguiry has to be virtually abandoned, Tn fact the
CFSL report on the death of Uttam Singh who died on 6 July 1983
is s5till awaited. The CFSL i= under the BT and hence under
Lhe Hormo Ministry directly. The Delhi administration has neo way
to hasten the nrocess. The SDM furthe:r suzpected some connivancoe
0of Lhe CFSL with the police which could bFe thoe reazon for the
delay, Many times the SDMz change hefore +he CI'CL report comes
through, There are 12 files on dearhs in Tihar jail in the last
two years which are virtually abandonad s5ince the investigatiﬂg
magistrate has been transferred. Some of them have even been
stolen and enguiries into the thefts are going on.

ror the present Sushma is trying to obtain the death
certificate of her husband. Her attempts both at Tihar jail and
at the Civil Hospital have failed. Since ho cause of death is
known, the death certificate cannot pe issued,
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For both Sushma and Manmchan, India was the country
they loved. against &ll odds they had protested against
the defilement of the Indian flag in Canada after Operation
Sluestar. But today, after five years Manmohan is dead and
suchma, after running from one government department to another
and after paving innumerable bribes to the jail staff in order
to meet her husband, plans to return to Canads, never to return,
The cgse relating to charges of drug trafficking filed 21 months
ago is virtually abandoned with both the accused dying in Tihar

4il before the court could pronounce any judgement.
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